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BUFFET BREAKFAST 

REGISTRATION OPEN

GENERAL SESSION 
WELCOME AND AGENCY UPDATES

OHIO SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING 

AREA 3 CONSERVATION TOURS

DINNER AT HOTEL

AUXILIARY AUCTION AND VESPERS

NETWORKING (HOSPITALITY SUITE)

SUNDAY, JULY 26 , 2026TH

REGISTRATION OPEN

OFSWCD DIRECTORS MEETING

CASINO NIGHT 

NETWORKING (HOSPITALITY SUITE)

MONDAY, JULY 27 , 2026TH

TUESDAY, JULY 28 , 2026TH

BREAKFAST 

HOTEL CHECK OUT 
(PLEASE CHECKOUT PRIOR TO LEAVING FOR TOURS)

BREAKOUT SESSIONS 1 AND 2

TOUR BUSES LEAVE FOR THE DAY

ALL TOURS RETURN TO HOTEL EV
EN

T
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G
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DAY 1

1:00PM - 5:00PM

4:00PM - 6:00PM

6:00PM - 8:00PM

8:00PM

6:30AM - 7:45AM

7:00AM - 5:00PM

8:00AM - 9:00AM

9:00AM - 10:00AM

10:00AM - 4:30PM

6:00PM - 8:00PM

8:00PM - 9:30PM

9:30PM

DAY 2

DAY 3

6:30AM - 7:45AM

8:00AM - 9:45AM

10:00AM 

3:00PM - 3:30PM
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2026 OFSWCD SUMMER SUPERVISOR SCHOOL

DAY 1 - ACTIVITIES FOR EVERYONE
SUNDAY, JULY 26 , 2026TH

CONSERVATION CASINO NIGHT
(SUNDAY, JULY 27  6:00PM-8:00PM)TH

OASWCDE GOLF SCRAMBLE 

COME JOIN US FOR A NIGHT FULL OF GAMES,
FOOD, FUN AND LAUGHS! WE WILL HAVE BLACK

JACK, POKER, ROULETTE, A HUMAN SLOT
MACHINE AND SO MUCH MORE! EVERYONE WHO
ENTERS WILL GET A BAG OF “PHOSPHOROUS” TO
PLAY THE NIGHT AWAY! THE TOP 3 PEOPLE WHO
HAVE PREVENTED THE MOST “PHOSPHOROUS”

FROM ENTERING THE ENVIRONMENT AT THE END
OF THE NIGHT WILL WIN A PRIZE. WE WILL ALSO
HAVE TABLES SET UP IF YOU JUST WANT TO SIT,

PLAY CARDS AND CATCH UP. 

JOIN UP SUNDAY MORNING FOR SOME 
FUN IN THE SUNDAY MORNING SUN AND 
SEE HOW YOUR GOLF GAME STACKS UP 

AGAINST OTHER CONSERVATION STAFF AND
SUPERVISORS

PLEASE REGISTER BY JUNE 26  AT TH

HTTPS://WWW.OASWCDE.ORG/GOLF-
SCRAMBLE.HTML
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DAY 2 MONDAY, JULY 28 , 2025TH

8:00AM - 9:00AM

9:00AM - 10:00AM

9:30AM - 10:00AM

4:30PM - 5:00PM

6:00PM - 8:00PM

8:00PM - 9:30PM

9:30PM

GENERAL SESSION

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION

CONGRESSMAN BALDERSON’S OFFICE - WELCOME

SAMANTHA STEINER, PRESIDENT, OHIO FEDERATION OF SOIL AND
WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICTS

AGENCY UPDATES
KIRK HINES – CHIEF, OHIO DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,
DIVISION OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION

JOHN WILSON – OHIO STATE CONSERVATIONIST – NATURAL
RESOURCE CONSERVATION SERVICE

STEVE GRAY - ASSISTANT DIRECTOR AT THE OHIO DEPARTMENT
OF NATURAL RESOURCES

JOSH GRIFFIN AND ANNA KAMNYEV - OHIO EPA

CHAD STANG - OASWCDE

OHIO SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING

LOAD BUSES DEPART FOR CONSERVATION TOURS

ALL TOURS RETURN TO HOTEL

DINNER AT CHERRY VALLEY

AUXILIARY AUCTION AND VESPERS (????ROOM)

NETWORKING (HOSPITALITY SUITE) M
O
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A

Y
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BUCKEYE LAKE TOUR {LICKING/PERRY SWCD)-
Part of this tour will be in a pontoon boat for several hours.  Limited to 50 people  

EXPLORE BUCKEYE LAKE’S WATERSHED IN ACTION WITH GUIDED STOPS AT SEVERAL NOTABLE
RESTORATION AND MANAGEMENT SITES.  HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE BLOODY RUN SWAMP WHERE ANCIENT
WILDLIFE REMAINS WERE DISCOVERED DURING RESTORATION, BROOKS PARK WETLAND INSTALLED TO
IMPROVE WATER QUALITY FOR BUCKEYE LAKE, AND A CONCLUDING PONTOON TOUR SHOWCASING
THE FAIRFIELD BEACH AERATORS AND CRANBERRY BOG PRESERVE.  

DAY 2 MONDAY, JULY 27 , 2026TH

BUSES DEPART FOR CONSERVATION TOURS

TOUR #1 - 10:00AM DEPARTURE

THIS TOUR WILL SHOWCASE HOW LOCAL FARMERS ARE USING MODERN TECHNOLOGY TO IMPROVE
EFFICIENCY, PROTECT NATURAL RESOURCES, AND SHAPE THE FUTURE OF AGRICULTURE. PARTICIPANTS
WILL VISIT FARMS UTILIZING INNOVATIVE TOOLS SUCH AS PRECISION EQUIPMENT, DATA-DRIVEN
MANAGEMENT, AND CONSERVATION PRACTICES THAT HELP MAINTAIN HEALTHY SOIL AND WATER WHILE
INCREASING PRODUCTIVITY.

THE WILDS OPEN AIR SAFARI  (MUSKINGUM/NOBLE SWCD)

Limited to 50 participants.  

AN OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLORE THE WILDS ON A GUIDED OPEN-AIR SAFARI, TRAVELING THROUGH
LARGE PASTURES TO OBSERVE SPECIES SUCH AS GIRAFFE, BISON, RHINOS, ZEBRAS, AND OTHER
WILDLIFE WHILE LEARNING ABOUT CONSERVATION EFFORTS ACROSS THE 10,000-ACRE PRESERVE.
AFTER THE TOUR, PARTICIPANTS WILL ROTATE THROUGH FOUR EDUCATIONAL STATIONS FOCUSED ON
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AND HABITAT MANAGEMENT INCLUDING PRAIRIE RESTORATION, BIRD
CONSERVATION, HELLBENDER CONSERVATION, AND AMERICAN BURYING BEETLE RECOVERY.

Limited to 100 participants

Limited to 50 participants.  

2026 OFSWCD SUMMER SUPERVISOR SCHOOL

(BUSES WILL START LOADING 30 MINUTES PRIOR TO DEPARTURE)

TOUR #2 - 10:00AM DEPARTURE

TOUR #3 - 10:00AM DEPARTURE

TECHNOLOGY FOR TOMORROW’S LAND (COSHOCTON SWCD)

DRAFT



EARTHWORKS TOUR (LICKING SWCD)Limited to 50 people.  Comfortable shoes for walking are recommended

STEP BACK IN TIME AND EXPLORE THREE REMARKABLE SITES AROUND NEWARK THAT INDIGENOUS
PEOPLES HAVE CALLED HOME FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS. BEGIN AT BLACK HAND GORGE, A
GEOLOGICALLY UNIQUE LANDSCAPE RICH WITH STORIES AND LEGENDS OF NATIVE PRESENCE. THEN
VISIT FLINT RIDGE QUARRIES, WHERE FLINT HAS BEEN MINED FOR OVER 12,000 YEARS TO CRAFT SOME
OF THE WORLD’S MOST BEAUTIFUL AND ENDURING STONE TOOLS. FINALLY, EXPERIENCE THE NEWARK
EARTHWORKS, WHERE EARTH WAS SHAPED INTO VAST, PRECISE STRUCTURES MORE THAN 2,000 YEARS
AGO.
DISCOVER HOW THESE PLACES HAVE BEEN USED AND HONORED BY NATIVE COMMUNITIES ACROSS
GENERATIONS AND HOW WE CAN HELP PRESERVE THEM FOR THOSE YET TO COME

Lunch will be on second floor with no elevator, but accommodations can be made.  50 people

PARTICIPANTS WILL EXPLORE NEWARK’S ONGOING TRANSFORMATION THROUGH A GUIDED URBAN TOUR
HIGHLIGHTING THE CITY’S HISTORY, INFRASTRUCTURE, AND REVITALIZATION EFFORTS. THE EXPERIENCE
BEGINS AT THE HISTORIC MIDLAND THEATRE WITH A BRIEF LOOK AT ITS RESTORATION, FOLLOWED BY AN
OVERVIEW OF NEWARK’S MAJOR STORMWATER–SEWER SEPARATION PROJECTS AND THEIR IMPACT ON
WATER QUALITY AND COMMUNITY RESILIENCE. MAYOR HALL WILL SHARE INSIGHTS INTO THE
DOWNTOWN AND COURTHOUSE SQUARE REVITALIZATION BEFORE THE GROUP TAKES A WALKING TOUR
THROUGH THE HEART OF THE CITY. THE TOUR CONTINUES AT THE WORKS, WHERE ATTENDEES HAVE
TIME TO EXPLORE THE MUSEUM. THE DAY CONCLUDES WITH AN INSIDE LOOK AT NEWARK’S WATER
TREATMENT PLANT, OFFERING A FIRSTHAND VIEW OF THE SYSTEMS THAT SUPPORT THE CITY’S GROWTH,
BEFORE RETURNING TO CHERRY VALLEY LODGE.

2026 OFSWCD SUMMER SUPERVISOR SCHOOL
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SDAY 2 MONDAY, JULY 28 , 2025TH

BUSES DEPART FOR CONSERVATION TOURS

(BUSES WILL START LOADING 30 MINUTES PRIOR TO DEPARTURE)

TOUR #4 - 10:00AM DEPARTURE
EARTHWORKS TOUR - (LICKING SWCD)

TOUR #5 - 10:00AM DEPARTURE
URBAN CONSERVATION IN NEWARK: INFRASTRUCTURE,
INNOVATION & COMMUNITY RENEWAL (LICKING SWCD)DRAFT
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DAY 3 TUESDAY, JULY 28 , 2025TH

8:00AM - 8:45AMSESSION #1 BREAKOUTS

KEITH JONES - OHIO STATE TRAPPER ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT
OHIO’S REBOUNDING WILDLIFE POPULATIONS

MONROE SWCD BOARD MEMBER KEITH JONES DISCUSS THE STATE’S EVER CHANGING
WILDLIFE POPUATIONS SUCH AS BOBCAT AND RIVER OTTER, AND WHAT SPECIES YOU
MIGHT BE HEARING ABOUT IN THE FUTURE

DALE ARNOLD - OHIO FARM BUREAU - BASIC WORKING
KNOWLEDGE AND PROGRAM INVOLVEMENT

THIS SESSION WILL COVER COUNTY SPECIFIC CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT
ITEMS, SUCH AS SOIL CHARACTERISTICS, WATER RESOURCES, DRAINAGE
STRATEGIES, CONSTRUCTION IMPACTS AND OTHER ITEMS INVOLVED IN LAND
USE PLANNING.  HIGHLIGHTING THE LOCAL SWCD ROLE IN THIS PROCESS.

IMPROVING YOUR GRAZING PROGRAMMING - JARROD HITTLE
AND CHAD AMOS

LEARN WHAT ODA AND SWCDS ARE DOING IN GRAZING PROGRAMMING AT THE LOCAL
LEVEL.  SEE UP TO DATE WORKSHOPS AND EVENTS THAT IS BEING OFFERED AND LEARN
HOW TO DEVELOP AND EVALUATE YOUR STAFF AND PROGRAMS 

TAKE YOUR LOCAL PROGRAMMING TO THE NEXT LEVEL

BRIAN COGHLIN - OHIO WATER REUSE STUDY 

BRIAN COGHLIN, PRESIDENT OF THE OHIO WATEREUSE ASSOCIATION AND COO OF
DELCO WATER, WILL HIGHLIGHT THE ASSOCIATION’S MISSION TO ADVANCE WATER
RECYCLING ACROSS OHIO AND SHARE THE PROGRESS MADE TO DATE IN EXPANDING
REUSE PRACTICES, STRENGTHENING PARTNERSHIPS, AND SUPPORTING SUSTAINABLE
WATER MANAGEMENT STATEWIDE

DRAFT
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DAY 3 TUESDAY, JULY 28 , 2025TH

8:00AM - 8:45AMSESSION #1 BREAKOUTS

CRAIG BUTLER - OHIO RIVER BASIN ALLIANCE

CRAIG BUTLER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE MUSKINGUM WATERSHED CONSERVANCY
DISTRICT WILL OUTLINE THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE OHIO RIVER BASIN RESTORATION AND
PROTECTION PLAN AND THEIR JOINT CALL FOR CONGRESS TO PASS THE BIPARTISAN
OHIO RIVER RESTORATION ACT TO ESTABLISH THE FIRST COORDINATED FEDERAL
RESTORATION FRAMEWORK FOR THE REGION.  

VINCE MESSERLY - BLOODY RUN WETLAND RESTORATION

VINCE MESSERLY, PRESIDENT OF THE STREAMS AND WETLANDS FOUNDATION, WILL
DISCUSS OHIO’S WETLAND AND STREAM MITIGATION FRAMEWORK AND SHARE THE
ECOLOGICAL HISTORY AND RESTORATION SIGNIFICANCE OF THE BLOODY RUN SWAMP
PROJECT IN SOUTHERN LICKING COUNTY.  

HISTORY OF MWCD - ETHAN ZUCAL
PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND SAFETY MANAGER

THIS PRESENTATION WILL PROVIDE AN OVERVIEW OF THE MUSKINGUM WATERSHED
CONSERVANCY DISTRICT, INCLUDING ITS ORIGINS, ESTABLISHMENT, AND
ORGANIZATION DEVELOPMENT. PARTICIPANTS WILL GAIN INSIGHT INTO HOW THE
DISTRICT HAS EVOLVED TO SUPPORT FLOOD MITIGATION, CONSERVATION EFFORTS,
AND RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES IN OHIO. 

LEVI ARNOLD - H2OHIO PILOT PROGRAM UPDATE - 

$2,000,000 IN GRANTS ARE BEING AWARDED TO SWCDS FOR
IMPLEMENTATION ON GRAZING PROJECTS ACROSS THE OHIO RIVER
BASIN. FIND OUT WHAT IS BEING FUNDED, WHAT WE LEARNED FROIM
THIS ROUND OF SUBMISSSIONS AND WHAT IS NEXT

DRAFT



DAY 3 TUESDAY, JULY 29 , 2025TH

Limited to 50 people.  Hiking at last stop
·UNIVERSAL VENEER MILL - WILL GIVE A LOOK INTO THE FACILITIES OF UNIVERSAL VENEER IN NEWARK, OHIO,
OFFERING A DEEP DIVE INTO THE SPECIALIZED WORLD OF HIGH-QUALITY NORTH AMERICAN HARDWOOD
VENEERS. FOUNDED IN 1978, THE FACILITY IS KNOWN FOR BLENDING TRADITIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIP WITH MODERN
TECHNOLOGY TO PRODUCE CUSTOM-CUT VENEERS FOR A GLOBAL MARKET. THIS TOUR WILL SHOW WHAT
HAPPENS TO HIGH-QUALITY TIMBER AFTER IT LEAVES THE WOODS.
BUCKEYE STATE TREE NURSERY - A TOUR OF THE BUCKEYE STATE TREE NURSERY IN ZANESVILLE, OHIO,
PROVIDES AN INSIDE LOOK AT THE STATE'S MISSION TO REFOREST OHIO WITH GENETICALLY ADAPTED, NATIVE
SPECIES. THIS FACILITY IS THE ONLY STATE-RUN TREE NURSERY IN OHIO. THE NURSERY WILL PRODUCTION HIGH-
QUALITY SEEDLINGS FOR PROJECTS LIKE H2OHIO, THE GIRL SCOUT TREE PROMISE, AND ABANDONED MINE LAND
RECLAMATION
BOY SCOUT CAMP PROPERTY TIMBER TALK - -THIS TOUR OFFERS A UNIQUE, BEHIND-THE-SCENES LOOK AT
ACTIVE FOREST MANAGEMENT. BY OBSERVING BOTH A CLEARCUT AREA AND AN ACTIVE TIMBER HARVEST,
MEMBERS ON THE TOUR CAN SEE FIRSTHAND HOW PROFESSIONAL FORESTRY BALANCES TIMBER PRODUCTION
WITH LONG-TERM HABITAT HEALTH. THE CONSULTING FORESTER WILL BE ON SITE SHARING HIS THOUGHTS ON
PRESCRIBING THESE VARIOUS MANAGEMENT PRACTICES TO MEET THE LANDOWNER’S GOALS.

2026 OFSWCD SUMMER SUPERVISOR SCHOOL
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(BUSES WILL START LOADING 30 MINUTES PRIOR TO DEPARTURE)

9:45AM - 10:15AM BUSES DEPART FOR CONSERVATION TOURS

TOUR #6 - 10:00AM DEPARTURE
FROM SEEDLINGS TO SAWMILL (MUSKINGUM SWCD)

TOUR #7 - 10:00AM DEPARTURE
KOKOSING RIVER FLOAT(KNOX SWCD)

Canoes limited to 30 people. Ages 12 and up.  You will get wet

GRAB YOUR LIFE VEST AND RIVER SHOES AND FLOAT THE GORGEOUS KOKOSING STATE SCENIC RIVER! KNOWN
FOR ITS NATURAL BEAUTY, DIVERSE WILDLIFE, AND RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES, THE RIVER WINDS THROUGH
THE HEART OF KNOX COUNTY AND INTO COSHOCTON COUNTY BEFORE JOINING WITH THE MOHICAN TO FORM
THE WALHONDING. ‘KOKOSING’ IN THE ALGONQUIN LANGUAGE TRANSLATES TO "RIVER OF LITTLE OWLS" AND
EARLY SETTLERS REFERRED TO IT AS OWL CREEK. BRING YOUR BINOCULARS, AS WILDLIFE DIVERSITY IS HIGH ALL
THROUGHOUT THE STREAM CORRIDOR AND NUMEROUS ANIMALS CALL THE RIVER HOME INCLUDING BALD
EAGLES, KINGFISHERS, AND HERONS. THE KOKOSING IS ALSO WELL KNOWN FOR ITS AQUATIC DIVERSITY. THE FISH
COMMUNITY IS EXCEPTIONAL AND REPRESENTS ONE OF THE MOST DIVERSE AND HEALTHY STREAMS IN OHIO. THE
RIVER IS ALSO HOME TO THE ENDANGERED EASTERN HELLBENDER AND HAS BEEN THE SITE OF HELLBENDER
RELEASES IN RECENT YEARS. ON NOVEMBER 4TH, 1997, 41 MILES OF THE MAIN STEM OF THE KOKOSING RIVER
WERE DEDICATED AS A STATE SCENIC RIVER, AND IN JUNE OF 2005 IT WAS DEDICATED AS THE FIRST WATER TRAIL
IN OHIO. SPEND A RELAXING DAY IN NATURE TAKING IN PICTURESQUE FARMS DOTTING ROLLING HILLS TO
FORESTED FLOODPLAINS AND SANDSTONE CLIFFS ON OHIO’S FIRST SCENIC WATER TRAIL.
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Limited 50 people

EXPERIENCE HOW TODAY’S WETLANDS, MEADOWS, AND RESEARCH LANDSCAPES AT DAWES
ARBORETUM REFLECT THE EVOLUTION FROM ANCIENT EARTHWORKS TO FUTURE ECOSYSTEMS. THIS
GUIDED TOUR HIGHLIGHTS ACTIVE CONSERVATION, INNOVATIVE STUDIES, AND THE LIVING SYSTEMS
SHAPING TOMORROW’S ENVIRONMENT

Limited 50 people

TOUR #8 - 10:0AM DEPARTURE -  EVOLVING ECOSYSTEMS:
DAWES ARBORETUM FIELD EXPERIENCE (LICKING SWCD)
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TOUR #9 - 10:00AM DEPARTURE
LIVESTOCK, LAND AND LUNCH (KNOX AND LICKING SWCD) 

PARTICIPANTS WILL SPEND A FULL DAY LEARNING AND EXPLORING ACROSS CENTRAL OHIO’S AGRICULTURAL LANDSCAPE, WITH
A FOCUS ON GRAZING OPERATIONS. THE FARMS ON THE TOUR ARE VERY CONSERVATION-MINDED AND ARE ALWAYS TRYING
TO MAKE IMPROVEMENTS THAT BENEFIT THEIR LIVESTOCK AND THE ENVIRONMENT. 
THE FIRST STOP OF THE DAY BRINGS THE GROUP TO THE CUTLIP FAMILY FARM IN GLENMONT. ATTENDEES WILL BE WELCOMED
WITH INTRODUCTIONS BEFORE BEGINNING A GUIDED TOUR OF THE FARM. THIS VISIT OFFERS AN INFORMATIVE LOOK AT THE
FARM’S GRAZING SYSTEM AND CONSERVATION PRACTICES, FOLLOWED BY OPEN DISCUSSION AND A Q&A SESSION.
LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED AT VELVET ICE CREAM IN UTICA. THIS STOP OFFERS TIME TO EAT, REST, AND ENJOY ICE CREAM, AS
WELL AS AN OPPORTUNITY TO BROWSE THE ON‑SITE SHOP. IT SERVES AS BOTH A REFRESHING BREAK AND A CHANCE FOR
PARTICIPANTS TO CONNECT INFORMALLY.
THE FINAL STOP WILL BE CLAY LICK RUN FARM NEAR NEWARK, OPERATED BY THE FELUMLEE FAMILY. HERE, ATTENDEES WILL
RECEIVE AN OVERVIEW OF THE FARM’S CONSERVATION EFFORTS BEFORE TOURING THE FACILITIES. THIS VISIT EMPHASIZES
PRACTICAL DEMONSTRATIONS AND CONCLUDES WITH ANOTHER Q&A SESSION, ALLOWING PARTICIPANTS TO ENGAGE WITH
REAL‑WORLD APPLICATIONS.

TOUR #10 - 10:00AM DEPARTURE  – SUSTAINIBILTY IN ACTION:
LAND ENERGY AND EDUCATION (LICKING SWCD) 

PARTICIPANTS WILL EXPLORE INNOVATIVE SUSTAINABILITY EFFORTS ACROSS LICKING COUNTY SUCH AS:
GRANVILLE LAND LAB: HANDS-ON ECOLOGY, SOIL HEALTH AND HABITAT RESTORATION

DENISON UNIVERSITY SOLAR ARRAY: RENEWABLE ENERGY, CARBON REDUCTION AND CAMPUS-WIDE GREEN
INITIATIVES
L4L FARM: CONSERVATION8 PRACTICES PAIRED WITH EDUCATION FOR STUDENTS ON THE AUTISM SPECTRUM
HARTFORD FAIR NATURAL RESOURCES AREA: THE HARTFORD FAIR NATURAL RESOURCES AREA IS A FIVE‑ACRE
OUTDOOR EDUCATION SPACE THAT ENGAGES YOUTH AND FAMILIES WITH HANDS‑ON CONSERVATION
PROGRAMMING DURING FAIR WEEK 
HARVEY SOLAR PROJECT: THE HARVEY SOLAR PROJECT INCLUDES A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
WITH LICKING COUNTY SOIL & WATER THAT OUTLINES COORDINATED ROLES IN EROSION CONTROL,
STORMWATER OVERSIGHT, AND LONG‑TERM SITE MONITORING TO ENSURE CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION
MEET LOCAL CONSERVATION STANDARDS AND PROTECT SURROUNDING LAND AND WATERWAYS.
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