5th Annual SWCD Educator’s Conference

“Leave No Trace … not even Bigfoot”
Salt Fork Lodge and Conference Center
11073 Natural Resources 3 Road, Kimbolton, OH 43749

Day 1 - October 21, 2026 (Wednesday)
8:00 - 9:00 am		Breakfast at the lodge

9:15 - 9:30 am		Welcome and Announcements 

9:30 - 10:30 am		Community Conservation Programs (panel discussion)
· School Supply Recycling Program - Elea Cooper -Clermont
· Community Green Space -Patrick Troyer-Lucas SWCD
· Pokécon Conservation – Zach Randolph – Sandusky SWCD
· Providing the Tools to Clean Your Community – Valerie Koegle - Erie SWCD 

10:30 - 11:00 am		Break/ Change Sessions

11:00 - 12:00 pm		Educational Trailers
· Head outside to tour district’s education trailers.  
· Get ideas, discover funding opportunities, and hear about other’s experiences with educational trailers.  

12:00 - 1:00 pm 		Lunch at the Lodge

1:00 - 1:45 pm		Carpool to Piedmont Dam

1:45 - 2:15 pm		Tour Piedmont Dam

2:15 - 3:00 pm		Clay’s Drive-In for Ice cream 

3:00 - 3:15 pm		Carpool to Moorefield

3:15 - 4:00 pm		Moorefield Sheep Farm Tour

4:00 - 4:30 pm		Drive to Hellbender Preserve (optional)

4:30 - 5:00 pm		Hellbender Preserve -Jefferson SWCD

5:00 - 6:00 pm 		Carpool to Bear’s Den Steakhouse for group dinner and networking

6:00- 7:30 pm		Group Dinner at Bear’s Den Steakhouse

7:30 pm			Return to Salt Fork State Park lodge

8:00 pm			Campfire, Smores & Networking (group campsite) –John Hickenbottom’s Bigfoot stories


“Leave No Trace … not even Bigfoot”
Salt Fork Lodge and Conference Center
11073 Natural Resources 3 Road, Kimbolton, OH 43749

Day 2 - October 22, 2026 (Thursday) 
7:15 - 8:15 am		Breakfast 
8:30 - 8:45 am 		Morning Announcements

8:45 - 9:45 am		Sharing Roundtable Session
· Choose between two roundtable rooms -classroom education and adult education (adult education can continue until 10:30).

9:45 - 10:30 am		Imagination Ag (Ohio Ag in the Classroom)- Christi Bachman, Ohio Farm Bureau 
	
10:30 - 10:45 am		Break/ Set up activity tables

10:45 - 12:15 pm 		Hands-on Group Activities -choose 3 -30-minute sessions
· Tentative sessions
· Crawdad Creek and Shrinky Dinks -Linda Pettit and Katie Bennett, Franklin SWCD
· Scat and Tracks – Jenna Castells and Rebecca Miller, Hocking SWCD
· Quiz Boards (or Bugs)- Bonnie Brooks, Putnam SWCD
· Macroinvertebrate Mayhem or Earthquakes -Patrick Troyer, Lucas SWCD
· Milk Jug Greenhouse -Native Plants for the Home Landscape -Natalie Gertz-Young, Lake SWCD
· Great Rock Cycle Game -Amanda Podach, Fulton

12:30 - 2:00 pm		Lunch -Keynote Speaker -John Hickenbottom, Salt Fork Park Naturalist

2:00 - 3:30 pm    	Salt Fork State Park Visitor Center Tour and Nature Hike (optional)

Have a safe trip home!




Sharing Projects (optional):
· Book Exchange - Bring your favorite book to show others or bring multiple copies of your favorite book to share with others.
· Soil exchange -Bring a bucket of soil from your county to share with others across the state. A fillable form will be provided as well as sandwich bags for the samples.  
· Envirothon Silent Auction Basket –Bring an item to share in a silent auction gift basket(s) for the 2027 Partnership Meeting.

